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This morning we will spend some time reflecting upon our vision as a local church and the
difference it makes. Of course the church's supreme vision for life is to know Christ and to make
Him known. But because circumstances differ from one time to another and one place to another,
local churches have often found it useful to declare a more localized vision for themselves in the
sense of how to go about manifesting the broader and more basic vision of knowing Christ and
making Him known.
This morning we will consider some of what is intended to give us a focus on how to go about
serving Jesus in our locality and at this time. This message is not intended as an exegesis of our
official vision statement but as an application of it to some of the basic issues facing us today.
1. SGC seeks to emphasize the teaching of Scripture as objectively true and conveying real
knowledge of God and this world. I Cor. 15: 17-19

2. SGC seeks to emphasize the natural unfolding of a sanctified life from God's declaration
of our righteousness in Christ (justification). Eph. 2: 8-10
•

Evangelism & Justification Ac. 16:31

•

Discipleship and Sanctification Rom. 12: 1-2; John 17: 3

•

The place of Eschatology in the Christian life Matt 16:18

•

The necessity of teaching the whole counsel of God Ac 20: 27

3. SGC seeks to emphasize the equal but separate institutions of church and state.
Rom. 13: 1.3; Matt 16:19; Rom. 13:4

4. Our Challenge Lk 14: 25-33; Heb. 12:2

Questions for Conversation and Discussion
1. After reading through SGC's vision statement reflect on how our church has been doing in
manifesting and implementing such a vision. What have we been doing right? What needs
more work? Has anything been forgotten?
2. Is there anything that should be added to our vision statement in light of the changing
circumstances of life? Is there anything that you do not regard as important enough to be
included?
3. How does our living apart from one another hinder the implementation of such a vision?
How would living closer help? Is living further apart from one another an advantage in
any way? How can the disadvantages be overcome?
4. Do you have your own family or personal vision of what it means for you to follow Christ
in this present time? How do you seek to have it implemented? How it related to our
church's?
5. Why is it important to have intention follow vision? What is the value of a vision without
the intention to implement it? What are the means whereby such an intention can be
pursued effectively?

