Sovereign Grace Church
“This Generation” outline
September 8, 2019

Matthew 11: 16-19
At this point in Matthew's account Jesus turns His attention to the crowds which have sought out
both John the Baptist and Jesus and then questions their motives for so seeking. Despite some initial
popularity both men were rejected by the generation in whose company they lived and ministered.
Throughout Matthews account Jesus will on occasion pause to ponder the unbelief and resistance of
the generation to which He served. He does so with words of warning but also with a real sadness
and desire to see their responses turn to real repentance and belief.
We will look at Jesus' initial warning in this morning's passage and seek to perhaps learn
something of the resistance of our own generation to Jesus' invitation to join Him in His Kingdom
of love and grace.
1. This Generation v. 16a
•

Jesus' frustration with “this generation”
Matt 12: 41-42; 23: 37; John 1: 10-11

•

Why the resistance?
Jer. 1: 17-19; Matt 16: 24; 23:36

2. Their Problem vv. 16b-17
•

With John the Baptist v. 18

•

With Jesus v. 19
Ac 2: 15; Eph. 5: 18

•

“But wisdom is justified by her children.”
I Cor. 1: 14

3. Our Generation
Isa. 5: 20

An Example

Questions for Reflection and Discussion
1. Why do you think the generation to which Jesus ministered rejected His ministry? What
is involved in repentance? What is involved in real belief? Why is it easy to say we believe
and yet not believe? How do we know we really believe?
2. What would you say is the problem many people in our day have with Jesus and those
who follow Him? Why do people so often think of Christians as being judgmental? Do you
think of yourself as judgmental? What does it mean to be judgmental? Can you be
judgmental and not be aware that you are being judgmental? What is a possible problem
with accusing someone of being judgmental? What should be our response?

