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Matthew 13: 44-52
This morning we return to our consideration of Jesus' parables concerning this Kingdom that Jesus
is inviting us to enter. But entry into His Kingdom appears to be rather costly. We must abandon our
own little kingdoms....where our (fallen) wills are being done, and submit them to His...where His
will is being done. This means that there can be no higher priority than this Kingdom. We may all
have things we are interested in and they may differ from person to person....but none of them can
be the fundamental point for providing our interpretation of the good and the bad. That is the
prerogative of Christ's Kingdom and it alone. There can be no higher priority as residents of His
Kingdom than Him....not our families, not our businesses, not our politics, not our country and not
even our church. But as we submit to Jesus as supreme we find that all of these other desires are not
destroyed, but reclaimed in glory!
Introduction

1. The Parables 44-50
•

Treasure 44
Lk 9: 24

•

Pearls 45-46

•

Dragnets 47-50
II Cor. 6: 16-17; Jn 17: 14-19

2. True Scribes 51-52
Mk 10: 17-22

Questions for Reflection & Conversation
1. What are your “treasures” in life? How much do they control your life? Do they set a
moral direction for you? How do we discern the difference between good desires and bad
idols?
2. Some people today don't seem to have any “treasures.” They have nothing which really
motivates them to live life. They seem largely directionless. How can we be of help to such
people? Perhaps you find yourself in this state. How does Jesus provide a way out of this
condition?
3. How are you doing as a “scribe” for Christ's Kingdom? How might God be desiring to use
you in the furtherance of His kingdom? What gifts has He given you for the edification of
yourself and His people? Is it a bad thing to seek your own edification? Why might it be a
good thing?

